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except at three points: just below Lake Huleh (Gisr Benat
Yakub, to-day: Castle Jacob or le Chastellet in the Crusade
authorities) a bridge & ford. Another ford just below lake
Tiberias, (near Semakh) and one more (very difficult) near
Jericho. The first two were available for or against the
Damascenes. From Lake Huleh northwards is a swamp & the
river Litani, until the hills get steep enough & high enough to be
impassable: and then (very quickly) comes the Orontes, which is
nearly always impassable (from Riblah downwards) to Esh
Shogr, on the road from Latakia (Laodicea) to Aleppo. There is a
ford there, and after a bridge near Antioch (the Iron Bridge).
Above Antioch came a large lake, and then very hilly ground
from the Kara Su to Alexandretta. So you see W. Syria is pretty
well defended. In the early days of the Latin kingdom they held
all this, and as well pushed across the Euphrates (via Harim, Tell
Bashar, and Biredjik) to Urfa, (Edessa). This was a sort of outpost,
which kept apart the Arabs of Mesopotamia and the hills to the
north (Kurdistan) from the Arabs of E. Syria (Aleppo, Horns,
Damascus) and the Arabians. While the Crusaders held Edessa,
which is a tremendous fortress (of Justinian's) they were unassail-
able except through the Damascus gap, and one opposite Horns
(Emesa) extending to Tripoli. This last gap (which I forgot to
mention before) is a nearly sea-level pass between Lebanon & the
Nozairiyeh hills. It was defended by three tremendous Crusader
castles (Crac des chevaliers, in Arabic Kalaat el Hosn; Safita,
Chastel blanc in the French authorities; and Aarka, just above
Tripoli). These three places made this gap tolerably harmless,
except from Arab raids: these were continuous: but only did
temporary harm: still they neutralised the force of the county of
Tripoli1 from 1140 onwards. The Damascus gaps were also
blocked: the northern one by Banias beyond Huleh, by Hunin,
above the lake, by Safed, and by Chastel Jacob, just beside the
ford, which last castle only existed a few months. Stevenson in his
book points out its importance rather more cheerfully than usual
with him. The Southern ford, below Lake Tiberias, was de-
fended by the town of Tiberias by Kaukab el Hawa (one of the
Belvoirs, just above Beisan) and by an outpost, el Husn, occasion-
1 The Count of Tripoli was one of the great princes of Crusader Syria.